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Resist Collection

MINUTES OF THE RESIST MEETING, OCTOBER 5, 1975
PRESENT: Eileen Atherton, Ken Hale, Hilde Hein, Frank Joyce, Louis Kampf, Madge Kaplan,
Paul Lauter, Wayne O'Neil, Hank Rosemont (chair), and Bob Zevin.
The meeting began by introducing Madge Kaplan, who became the new staff person to
replace Larry Thomas. A brief discussion about recruitment of RESIST people was held,
and it w~s agreed that the discussion should be continued next month when Eileen and
Madge will include a projection of work needs in next month's office report. It was
also decided that Larry Thomas should be asked to resign, with Wayne writing the letter;
Larry will be invited to respond to the letter if he wishes.
The financial report was read, and discussion followed about the next mailing. It will
use the "Dollars and Sense" mailing list, and Sam Bowles, Kathy Stone, and John Gurley
will be asked to sign the letter that goes out. There was also mention made of using,
in the future, the lists of: Working Papers, IRC, Monthly Review, and the Vietnam
Resource Center. Hank will also work on -an ad to be placed in movement newspapers we
have funded in the past.
The Newsletter was the next item on the agenda. Difficulties with Larry were the
reasons for the delay of the August issue. Wayne will work on both the September and
the October issues, by which time we should be back on schedule again. Items will
include job listings in movement groups, and a stamp ad that we've run before.
Paul then gave a briefing on the current state of our possible action against the
CIA/FBI/IRS/-and all the rest. He has not yet received another reply to his letter
requesting RESIST's file, and will write another. A related question is whether the
Center for Constitutional Rights will join in a suit. Paul also talked about a Committee
on Recriminations which he visitied, whose goals are twofold: compiiing dossiers for
a possible War Crimes Tribunal; and establishing an archive for materials relating to_
the anti-war movement.
Wayne then led a lively discussion on Busing. No overall agreement was reached on how
the busing issue(s) should be interpreted, with some people more supportive of busing
at the theoretical level than others, and ditto at the practical level. Agreement was
reached, however, that an issue of the Newsletter (probably February) should be devoted
to busing.
Frank and Paul read revised versions of our proposed "Renewed Call," will revise them
again, and have them distibuted before the November meeting; it was everyone's hope that
a final form could be agreed upon at that meeting. Another agenda item for the November
meeting will be a discussion of radical populism. Louis will circulate ·materials from
the Midwest Academy, and Madge from the Haymarket Foundation; Frank will lead the discussion.
Grants: GI Alliance, $70; National Lawyers Guild, $300; Great Plains Prison Legal Service,
$100; Altmore-Holman Bros. Defense Committee, $200; Farm Labor Organizing Committee, $100;
Respond, $200; Tenant Community Council, $300 loan.
Tardily, hastily, and respectfully submitted. ·
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Resistance to many forms of illegitimate authority is necessary to bring health to this
country and make it a constructive force instead of a terror in the politics of nations.
-from A New Ca11 to Kesist Illegitimate Authority

ROOM 4

783 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE · CAMBRIDGE · MASSACHUSETTS 02139
PHONE (617) 491-8076

September, l..975
Dear Friends,
The opening of schools around the country this month has brought
with it a wave of violence over court ordered desegregation. In Boston,
last year's· mass demonstra.tions by segregationis·t forces haYe_ giv.e n W.?Y
to organized acts of terrorism, the most recent beini the torching o~
John F. Kennedy's birthplace in Charlestown~ In Louisville, Kentucky ,
we have seen a replay of last Fall in Boston. The Klan marches and organizes
openly. The same claim of denial of white ~eoples' rights is being raised
by forces including the John Birch Society and more indigenous reactionaries.
Meanwhile in West Virginia, the same forces in alliance with local businessmen and fund?me.nta.l.is.'t ministers have launched an atta.ck on suppooedly
immoral literature. Many of the objections center around the themes o-f
multi-national unity which are depicted in the books.
While all three &truggles have temporarily subsided, adopted other
forms, or whatever, a fierce battle is taking place in t he schools. The
Committee for Chil.dren's Rights reported last week that the suspension
rate has risen to alarming -proportions over the l ·a st two years. Their
report claims that student's rights are being systematically denied, and
that the power of dismissal is being used as · a political. weapon in the
hands of school administrators. The report cites the fact that a grossly
disproportionate number of those sus pended, when compared to the percentage
enrollment, have been minority youths. This has been true with a vengence
at schools undergoing desegregation.
Last month we funded a project by the National Lawyer's Guild AntiRacism group here in Boston. The request was for money to cover ltt"inting
costs for a booklet on student's rights, with particular focus on the
area of suspensions and expulsions. It also includes information on pregnent
students-' rights, supposedly "unteachab~" students• alternatives to being
placed in cool out · special programs, freedom of speech and a host of other
issues. Thusfar, the booklet has all but disappe~red from bookstore shelvew
here in Boston, particularly in minority communities. The Guild has backed
this up with legal services for suspended and expelled students, educationals
at schools on Iegal redress, and other services.
RESIST was able to respond to this emergency because of the financial
support we receive from our pledges and supporters. Other such emergencies
come to us all the time, and we still feel that it is more important than
ever to offer the support we have in the past. For this reason, we ask you
to please send in your September pledge as soon as possible.
The RESIST staff
EILEEN ATHERTON, TONY AVIRGAN, BEU CHEVIGNY, JUDY CHOMSKY, NOAM CHOMSKY, UNA CLAFFEY, WILLIAM 0AVI0ON,
tOM DAVIDSON, NORM FRUCTER, ANDREW HIMES, MITCHELL GOODMAN , KENNETH HALE. HILDE HEIN, FLORENCE HOWE.
RANK JOYCE, DONALD KALISH, LOUIS KAMPF, HANS KONING, PAUL LAUTER, DOUGLAS McCAY, RICHARD OHMANN,
WAYNE O'NEILL, GRACE PALEY, CLAUDETTE PIPER, HENRY ROSEMONT, BOB ROSENTHAL, MICHELE RUSSELL, SUSAN SONTAG,
TURNER, BARBARA WEBSTER, ROBERT ZEVIN.
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